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1.
During 2000 UNSD continued to collect and analyze technical information on national practices in compilation and dissemination of index numbers of international merchandise trade. The preparation of a detailed outline of a technical report on the subject has been postponed due to priority given to work on International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Compilers Manual and Statistical Territories of the World for Use in International Merchandise Trade Statistics. 

2.
It is expected that country page(s) of the future report will cover a number of topics including the following:

(a) types of trade in respect of which index numbers are compiled;

(b) commodity groups (in terms of SITC, HS or other classification) for which indices are compiled and publicly available; commodities which are specifically excluded from index numbers compilation;

(c) type of index (unit value or price) used to monitor price movements;

(d) index formula used in compilation of unit value/price indices;

(e) details of organization of the price surveys and unit value compilation;

(f) details of compilation of volume of trade index (e.g., direct compilation or derivation from value data and unit value/price indices, formula used etc.);

(g) type of terms of trade index;

(h) periodicity and timeliness of indices.

3.
UNSD plans to prepare draft country pages for several countries in the second half of 2001 and make them available to Task Force for comments.
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