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Report by UNSD

1.
Since the last Task Force meeting (Vienna, 21-23 March 2000) UNSD actions in this area were concentrated on analysis of the replies obtained from COMTRADE sources in February 2000, and preparation of the possible adjustments in accordance with COMTRADE Action Plan (see Annex A to the UNSD report to Vienna meeting on the same subject). Besides adding a number of new country-periods, revised data have been obtained from the Czech Republic (1998) and the Netherlands (1996-1998). It is expected that a number of adjustments will be loaded in COMTRADE later this year.

2. The IMF informed UNSD that UNSD data are used to update the IFS series for Cyprus, Iceland, and Portugal.  The IMF has written to other countries to obtain revised data. Some countries replied and their replies were made available to UNSD for analysis. 

3.
UNSD plans to conduct the next round of COMTRADE/IFS comparisons in May-June 2001. The comparison table will be forwarded to the IMF in order to develop cooperative actions to reconcile the totals.
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