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1.
UNSD and the WTO regularly prepare world export matrix by commodity groups and by regions. While most of data are obtained from COMTRADE, use of estimates is made by both organizations. Since estimates tend to differ, the resulting commodity and regional aggregates differ also. In order to minimize such discrepancies UNSD and the WTO have agreed to begin clarification of their estimation procedures. The purpose being ether to eliminate those discrepancies or explain why they are warranted.

2.
Beginning with 1990 data, UNSD estimates missing exports data (totals and 18 commodity groups) for all countries or areas irrespective of the magnitude of their exports. This approach has been adopted in order to improve quality of estimates, and to be able to create any configuration of reporting and partner regions. The commodity groups are: 0+1; 041-045; 2+4; 22; 26; 27; 28; 3; 4; 5; 6+8; 65; 67; 68; 691 to 695+699+812; 7; 7810+7841+7851+7852+78531; 84.

3.
The UNSD estimates are created mostly by extrapolation of data available in COMTRADE, or by derivation from the inverted data of partners. The exports data of countries with similar industrial structure is also used as a guide in preparation of the estimates. 

4.
UNSD is exploring a feasibility of further refining its methods of making estimates for the matrix. During 2001 the computer program, which currently generates estimates for 3-digit commodity groups of SITC, Rev.2 will be modified to generate estimates for 4 and 5 digit groups. Those estimates will be used to derive required estimates in terms of SITC, Rev.3. In 2002 UNSD plans to revise the program to generate necessary SITC, Rev. 3 estimates directly. Provided that this work will be a success the possibility of creating any commodity group, which would contain any combination of SITC, Rev.3 codes will be open. At that stage UNSD will be in a position to review the structure of its world exports matrix and discuss with the WTO its possible revision. 
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